
 

Timaru Proves to be a Challenging Round in the 2012 
Suzuki Swift Cup Championship 

 

The weekend of 21st and 22nd of January proved to be an extremely 
challenging one for Chris Cox in Timaru for Round 4 of the Suzuki Swift 
Sport Cup Championship.  Hoping to close the gap to points leader A J 
Lauder, Cox was pleased with his qualifying position of third on the grid 
and confident that he would have the edge in racing having posted 
consistent and fast lap times throughout the whole 20 minute qualifying 
session, and with little over a second separating the entire field of 12 
drivers, being towards the front of the grid would be a huge advantage. 
 
Race 1 was a bit of a struggle with Cox reporting on the radio early in the 
race that the car felt flat, however, he was still able to race hard and 
although disappointed with his 4th place finish the team were confident that 
a few set up changes for the reverse grid race on Sunday would help and 
keep him in the running. 
 
In true Timaru style the weather had different ideas on Sunday, and just 
like the previous week in Invercargill the team once again set about 
changing the car to a full wet set up.  A decision which proved to be 
correct as the heavens opened and saturated the track in time for race 2.  
Starting on grid 9, Cox had a fantastic start, making up two places within 
the first 2 corners and quickly pulling off a further 2 overtakes to put him in 
5th position by lap 2.  Then disaster, the front straight which proved the 
undoing of multiple drivers in the V8 super car field in the wet the previous 
year once again showed no mercy, this time to the Suzukiôs.  A number of 
the cars in front of Cox began to aqua plane causing a chain reaction the 
result of which saw Chris in the wall and out of the race and with the car 
extensively damaged unfortunately Chris was unable to make it out for 
race 3.  Not the result the team had been looking for. 
 
ñThis weekend has been very disappointing for us,ò said Cox, when 
commenting on his fortunes, ñhowever, I have had offers of help to get the 
car repaired and up and running for the next round at Manfeild in 3 weeks.  
There are still a lot of points out there to be won and I am certainly not 
going to win any of them if I am not out there racing.  Fortunately I have 
only dropped one place in the championship and still lie in 3rd position so it 
is still all to play for.  These things are all part of racing in a series and Iôm 



 

sure we will overcome this obstacle and be ready to race in 3 weeks time.  
The challenge of winning the championship over all is now more difficult 
but not impossible and Sean Lawrence in his Liquor Land Suzuki and I are 
very well placed to take out the team win this season, this gives me even 
more motivation to make sure I am on the grid for round 5.ò 


