
 

Chris Cox moves to 2 nd place in the 2012 Suzuki Swift Cup 
Championship  

 
Chris Cox braved a weekend of unseasonal and unpredictable weather 
and overcame very challenging race conditions to move to 2nd position in 
this seasons Suzuki Swift Sport Cup Championship in the BNT200 at 
Teratonga raceway on the weekend of 13th to 15th January. 
 
After a successful weekend before Christmas where he took out the round 
win at Ruapuna, Cox was determined to build on his 3rd position in the 
points table and with double points on offer for the 30 lap 1st race he was 
aware that this round could be a defining point in the championship as it 
had proved to be last year.   
 
�6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�¶�V���Z�H�W���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���P�H�D�Q�W that qualifying would be a 
challenge, but after two wet practice sessions on Friday, the team felt 
confident that their wet setup would be competitive and were proved right 
with Cox managing to qualify 4th on the grid.  Cox and the team then faced 
a long �Z�D�L�W���D�Q�G���S�O�H�Q�W�\���R�I���W�L�P�H���W�R���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�V�H�����S�O�D�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���W�K�H���µ�S�L�W���V�W�R�S�¶��
for the 30 lap endurance race at the end of the day.  Despite several 
showers during the afternoon the track had a definite dry line half an hour 
before the race so the team set to work changing to a pretty standard dry 
setup which they had no idea would be competitive as all of the practice 
sessions had been in the wet.  After a fairly forgettable start from the 
unfavoured side of the grid he dropped back to 7th place but knew with 30 
laps and a compulsory pit stop in front of him he had plenty of time to 
make up the lost positions and move to the front of the pack. 
 
�7�K�H���W�H�D�P���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�L�P���L�Q���I�R�U���K�L�V���V�W�R�S���H�D�U�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H�������O�D�S���µ�S�L�W���Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�¶���I�U�R�P����th 
position and although the stop was fairly smooth with no unexpected 
problems once all of the pit stops had been taken and with 15 laps 
remaining, Cox was still sitting in 5th position all be it with some drivers 
having jumped him and some fallen behind as a result of various 
successes and dramas in their own stops.  Within a few laps it was 
�R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���W�R���&�R�[���D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�H�D�P���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�H�W�X�S���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���M�X�V�W���V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�R�U�\���L�W���Z�D�V��
very fast and he was soon catching, passing and closing on the leaders 
very quickly.  With 8 laps remaining Cox had worked his way through to 
2nd place and had about a 4 second gap to close to reach A.J. Lauder in 
the lead.  It took just 5 laps at track record pace to reel him in, overtake 


